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Final Report and Overview 

3rd International Wildland Fire Detection Workshop 

Innovations for the future; learning from the past 

November 2 - 4, 2010 Hinton Training Centre, Hinton, Alberta, Canada 

 

 

The 2010 Wildland Fire Detection Workshop was the third in a series of such events to 
take place at the Hinton Training Centre organized by FPInnovations. The goal of these 
workshops has been to bring Canadian and international Wildland Fire Detection 
expertise together in one place; encouraging communications among participants; and 
providing ideas & innovations to create solutions for the issues affecting Fire Detection 
programs today, on every scale, and well into the future. 
 
Despite considerable agency travel restrictions, the Workshop saw a total of 56 
attendees from across Canada, USA, Germany, and South Africa; this number was up 
slightly from the 2006 Workshop. For the first time, a number of commercial exhibit 
spaces were made available to equipment manufacturers and service providers.  
To further optimize networking and discussion opportunities for delegates and vendors, 
social mixers were held during the evenings in the HTC lounge; a no-host bar was 
provided by the Hinton Rotary Club.  
 
A survey circulated among agency participants provided the following feedback: 
 
What was the best thing you experienced from the Detection Workshop? 

1. To hear and see what other agencies are doing to detect, monitor, and action 
wildfires; and how they are doing this with reduced budgets and under increased 
political scrutiny of their programs. 

2. The most useful item was the camera system presented by Gavin Hough from 
South Africa; all the presenters had good products that could eventually be put 
into use in our organization. 

3. Having folks from around the world present at the workshop gave us insight into 
various systems that showed us we are doing a good thing in Alberta but that 
some improvements could be made. 

4. Networking with other groups is important. What I find most beneficial is being 
privy to other people’s experiences. Some of the new technologies presented 
were very alluring but not necessarily beneficial. 

5. There are folks out there that are determined to create technology to help us! 
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6. The overall progression of Detection planning in cameras, satellites & other 
technologies; the interest generated by the presenters; and the very professional 
coordination of the event. 

7. The Workshop will allow me to springboard into the field and have some contacts 
to learn from. 

 
... And, what was not so good about the Workshop? 

1. Lacking presentations from BC, Yukon, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. 
2. Not sure if anything had changed with the German camera system since it was 

tested by FPInnovations back in 2006. 
3. Many of our districts were not represented; we should have had more 

“experienced” staff present for more knowledgeable interaction with the 
speakers. 

4. Not having far more government agencies represented. 
5. There should have been more advertising about the activity; several people were 

not aware until it was too late to attend. 
6. There should have been more time for hands-on and practical equipment 

demonstrations. 
 
 
What are the biggest challenges/issues facing the Detection program in your 
agency today? 

1. The Modis satellite going down in a few years; lack & cost of internet & cell 
service in remote areas. 

2. Lack of staff dedicated to and knowledgeable of the Detection program. 
3. Frozen and/or shrinking budgets. 
4. Political pressure on program justification and funding. 
5. Cost of maintaining existing structures and replacement cost. 
6. Deciding which system provides the greatest benefit for the least dollars and 

headaches. 
7. Aging workforce, knowledge gaps. 
8. Finding and keeping “good personnel” is an issue. 
9. Detection is not dedicated to one specific group; the various elements should be 

drawn together into one cohesive area of activity. 
10. Budgets; expectations from the public; government and technology restrictions. 

 
 
... And, did attending the Workshop provide ideas or opportunities to address 
those challenges/issues? 

1. The mere fact that some of us had to collaborate on the Workshop itself helped 
pull some of the disparate elements in our organization together. 

2. Not really but we are working on that. 
3. There are lots of opportunities out there that may or may not be useful to our 

program. 
4. Not really but it was nice to see how others manage their business. 
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5. Keeping personnel is the biggest issue as I see it; people leave for many 
personal reasons, not necessarily all work-related. This Workshop is not the 
place to address that but I would like to see the issue discussed. 

 
 
The goal of this and previous Workshops has been to bring Detection experts 
together in one place where they can share information and experiences; to 
jointly discuss challenges and issues; and to ultimately create solutions and 
innovations for the future. Did the Workshop provide ample opportunity to do 
this; did we succeed in our goal? 

1. We should have had more experts there and there could have been more 
advertising to solicit others in attending. But considering the economic times, we 
didn’t do too badly in reaching the goal. 

2. Yes, meeting others and learning about their programs helps to see where we 
can improve and where we can assist others. 

3. We still require some homework on defining our individual and collective 
objectives in terms of Detection. 

4. The Workshop did provide the opportunity to discuss our different views and 
impressions of what’s needed; it assisted us in moving forward but it remains to 
be seen if we can continue the momentum. 

5. Absolutely. There were many solutions offered as well as challenges. 
6. Yes, both in the presentations and during the evening social events. 

 
 
The 2010 Workshop saw exhibitors for the first time ... where these beneficial; 
should we have these at the next Workshop? 

1. Yes and yes; really nice to talk to the exhibitors directly about their systems. 
2. Yes, they were great. 
3. There could have been more time for practical equipment demonstrations. 
4. Yes, having the opportunity to discuss one-on-one provides the exhibitors a 

better understanding of our needs and us a much better understanding of their 
capabilities. 

5. Having the exhibits over the three days provided good opportunity to revisit 
issues missed during early conversations. 

6. The displays and having the exhibitors there was very helpful; I have contacts I 
can learn from. 

7. I found many topics that I was interested in and would like to learn more about 
them. 

 
Detection Workshops take place every three to four years ... are we going to wait 
until the next one or should something be done to continue building on the 
momentum that was developed during the Workshop? 

1. It would be very helpful if something could be developed to allow us to better stay 
in touch with changes and updates during the intervening years. 
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2. We should have a Workshop every 2 years, that way folks can implement things 
and report back without too much time lost. 

3. Like the idea of keeping the momentum going but not sure how ... website, share 
point or some other medium? 

4. Don’t think the technology is going to change significantly within the next four 
years; next workshop should be scheduled as regular. 

5. Like the workshop every three years but building on the momentum is good. 
6. Bench marking of programs and systems would be a useful exercise prior to the 

next Workshop. 
7. Continuing the momentum by use of electronic methods such as a website 

forum; bench marking questionnaires, or newsletters ... available to both 
agencies and vendors. 

 
Additional comments received: 

1. To help us better understand what technology is out there, we may consider 
posting a “Request for Information” on our agency website. The request would 
clearly state which types of information and technology we are looking for in our 
Detection program. 

2. Everything was fine. 
3. Many thanks to the organizing committee for putting this together and for getting 

such a high-calibre group of speakers. Knowledge is the most powerful tool we 
have in problem solving; there certainly was a lot of brainpower at this workshop. 
I’m confident that within five years we are going to see some very big changes 
coming to the wildfire detection and wildfire operations programs. 

4. A simple bench marking exercise in advance of the next workshop would be of 
huge benefit to both vendors and agencies. There is enough common ground 
among fire agencies that criteria for this process could be built. The results would 
benefit each province, state, agency, vendor, or country attending to better 
understand our needs and speak a similar language. 

5. Thank you again for the organization of the interesting workshop. I enjoyed its 
nice atmosphere and could learn a lot. Everybody is invited to Germany to see 
our tower-based forest fire detection camera network (Dr. Christian Hüttig, DLR). 

6. It was a great show – and the lack of a professional trade show decorator made it 
all the better – we dealt in ideas without the aid of facades. 

7. The Detection Workshop was the perfect mix of fun and informative; it was 
coordinated beautifully. 

8. It takes a lot of dedication and hard work to pull off a successful event such as 
this one. 

9. I enjoyed every moment of the Workshop. 
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Closing comments from the organizer: 
1. Effective communications are tantamount to running any program or organization 

in a successful and efficient manner; this fundamental need is notably absent in 
the Wildland Fire Detection discipline from a national perspective 

2. Workshop attendees expressed a strong desire for a permanent platform to 
facilitate inter-agency communications on fire detection related matters. 

3. In summary: the key item emanating from the 2010 Detection Workshop 
are:  

a. Creation of a dedicated Fire Detection website or similar 
communications forum through which experts, vendors, 
researchers, etc. can exchange ideas and information on an ongoing 
basis. 

b. Develop a “310-FIRE app” for mobile communications devices. 
c. Monitor advances in automated smoke detection. 

 
 
I extend my personal appreciation to Steering Committee members for their 
considerable efforts in making this Workshop work!  
 
 
 
Peter de Bruijn RPF 
 
 

Peter.deBruijn@fpinnovations.ca     250-579-9064 


