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express or implied, or assume any legal responsibility or liability for the completeness of any 
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product, process or service by trade name, trade mark, manufacturer or otherwise does not 
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provide professional advice. If such advice is sought, then services of a Forintek professional 
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Summary 
A survey of coatings manufacturers was conducted throughout N.America with a view to 
identifying which companies were engaged in the production of products recommended or 
potentially suitable for application to exterior and interior wooden substrates with particular 
emphasis on Engineered Wood Products for exterior exposure. Suitable companies were asked to 
complete a questionnaire and submit samples of their products for later evaluation in field or 
weathering studies. 
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1 Objectives 
To identify clear coatings available to manufacturers of engineered wood products such as 
Glulam and laminated veneer lumber with a view to evaluating these products and providing a 
database for the sourcing of these products. 
 
 

2 Introduction 
The use of wood composites to substitute for solid wood has spread from interior to exterior 
applications and in many cases these are decorative as well as structural.  This has lead architects 
to use transparent coatings to reveal the grain of the wood.  Such coatings have typically been 
developed for solid wood and the characteristics of wood composites may not have been taken 
into consideration. Furthermore, most of these composites have not been preservative treated to 
resist decay.  The project “Integrated Protection of Structural Composites for Exterior Exposure” 
was set up to develop effective combinations of coating and preservation for engineered wood 
products such as Glulam, and laminated veneer lumber.  As the first step the coatings industry 
was surveyed to identify products that might be suitable for this application. 
 
 

3 Staff 
Brian Morse Consultant – Durability and Protection 
 
Paul Morris Group Leader – Durability and Protection 
 
 

4 Procedure 
Trade Organizations and Leading Journals were contacted in Canada and the USA with a view to 
obtaining a comprehensive list of companies engaged in the manufacture of coatings. 
 
The Organizations contacted were:  

1. Canadian Paint and Coatings Association 

2. Master Painters Institute, USA 

3. Master Painters and Decorators Association, USA 

4. Directory of Paint Manufacturers. 

5. Paint Manufacturers and Applicators 
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6. Painting. ca. 

7. Paint Dealer Magazine. 

8. 4Specs.com. 
 
About three hundred contacts were supplied, the list was then cross referenced for duplicates 
yielding about one hundred and twenty different major suppliers. 
 
The websites for all these organizations were researched to determine the market segments that 
the companies were involved in. 
 
The applications included coatings for Steel, Aluminium, Concrete, Electrical Goods, Springs, 
Automotive, Architectural, Furniture, Toys, Interiors, Industrial Use, Marine, Transportation, 
Consumer Goods, Military, Aircraft and Highways.  
 
About fifty companies that appeared to be actively involved in the supply of coatings for wood 
were then contacted by phone to identify marketing and technical personnel that could provide 
information as to the scope of their company’s involvement in that segment and give an 
overview of the applicable products. 
 
It was noted that a considerable number of companies actually obtained their products from the 
same source and private labelled them to complement their own line of existing products. In 
addition, it was noted that over the last decade or so, that the number of independent 
manufacturers has decreased considerably due to a very active climate for mergers and 
acquisitions. This has resulted in the larger companies, for economies of scale, packaging their 
own formulas under the smaller independent companies’ labels and further decreasing the 
number of different formulations that are actually available in the market. 
 
From the list of fifty companies, thirty five were sent questionnaires (see appendix C), requesting 
details of the coatings that they recommend from their product line and samples of their products 
for evaluation. 
 
Follow-up  or reminder emails were sent to those companies and about one third have so far 
responded with product samples and completed questionnaires.  
 
 

5 Overall Survey Results 
Only one company of the respondents claimed to produce a coating that was produced 
specifically for Engineered Wood Products, which reflects the fact that eighty percent of the 
companies did not know what Engineered Wood Products were and thirty percent thought that 
the term referred to composites made from plastic and wood. 
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Only one company considered that the needs of a coating system for Engineered Wood Products 
would be any different from that of regular lumber products. 
 
It was expressed on a number of occasions that the market segment for clear exterior coatings, 
was, compared to normal opaque architectural coatings, too small to place great emphasis on and 
that clear coatings were not really suitable for some exterior applications. 
 
Prior experience in this segment had lead some manufacturers to endure a larger than normal 
ratio of product failure claims causing them to be somewhat reluctant to assume the risks 
associated with the coating of larger structures. 
 
All of the coatings offered were formulated after 1985 with the bulk, formulated in the 1990’s. 
 
Ten water-based and seven solvent-based systems were offered, which illustrates the recent trend 
towards water-based systems as a result of regulatory and environmental concerns such as levels 
of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s).  
 
Water-based coatings had developed a somewhat questionable reputation for durability when 
first introduced some twenty years or more, but as demand has increased, more emphasis on 
Research &Development has been given by both the resin manufacturers and formulators which 
has resulted in the production of stronger resins with superior exterior durability. This has 
resulted in the appearance of more offerings in water-based as opposed to solvent-based systems. 
 
As true water-based systems are nearly all film formers, it was noted that eighty percent of the 
coatings offered were film-forming as distinct from non film-forming. 
 
Surprisingly only eighty percent of the coatings contained fungicides, which may be more related 
to cost issues, as fungicides are expensive to include in formulations at levels where they are 
truly effective. 
 
It was recognised by manufacturers of these coatings that at least two and preferably three 
applications would be required to offer reasonable protection. Recommendations as to the 
number of applications required has unfortunately been more market driven than performance 
driven, where manufacturers have claimed that only a minimum number of applications of their 
product were required, to give the appearance of being more cost effective, especially to 
contractors who have then followed the manufacturers instructions as to the minimum number of 
coatings required for a particular project. 
 
All of the coatings were suitable for brush and spray application and contained some form of 
pigmentation. Transparent Oxide Pigments  (Transoxides) were more prevalent in the more 
expensive systems whereas regular ground or clay-based pigments were more evident in the less 
expensive coatings. 
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All of the coatings were formulated in Canada and the USA which is coincidental with the 
increase in development of recreational property in North America, such as ski resorts. This had 
traditionally been a European market where some of the clear coatings had been formulated for 
that purpose and also for recreational marine use. 
 
 

6 Conclusion 
Based on the above survey it appears that there are only about thirty or forty manufacturers of 
clear exterior coatings suitable for wood or Engineered Wood Products that have formulations 
that differ from one another in any way. The balance of the suppliers sell products that are 
private labelled or based on formulas owned by the parent company and labelled under their own 
brand identities. 
 
Over half (fifty six percent) were solvent-based and forty four percent were water-based. 
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Consolidated List of Major Coatings Suppliers 



Review of Coatings for Wood Composites 
Interim Report  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 I-1  

 

Akzo Nobel 
Allied Coatings 
Alvis Coatings Inc. 
American Paint Manufacturing 
Anchor Paint Manufacturing Co. 
Behr Process Corp. 
Benjamin Moore & Co. 
Bennette Paint Manufacturing Co. 
Bio Shield Paint Co. 
BLP Mobile Paint Manufacturing Co. 
Broda Coatings 
Bruning Paint Co. 
California Products Corp. 
CBR Products 
Cloverdale Paint 
Color Wheel 
Columbia Paint & Coatings 
CoMex Paints USA 
Coronado Paint Company 
Crawford Products Co. Inc. 
Davis Paint Company. 
Decktechs 
Diamond Vogel Paints Co. 
Dunn-Edwards Corp. 
Durant Paints Inc. 
Duron Inc 
EnviroCoat Technologies 
Farrell-Calhoun Paint 
Fine Paints of Europe 
Flex Bon Paints. 
Flood 
Frazee Paint 
Fuller O’Brien Paints 
General Paints 
Hallman/Lindsay 
Harrison Paint 
ICI Color Your World/Glidden 
ICI Devoe Paint 
ICI Dulux 
ICI Fuller O’Brien 
ICI Paints North America 
Insl-x 
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Iowa Paint Manufacturing 
Jones-Blair Co. 
Kwal-Howells Paint 
Kelly Moore 
Kling Magnetics Inc 
Keeler & Long (PPG) 
Kurfees Coatings 
Life Paint Company 
MAB Paints 
Martin Senour 
Master Coating Technologies 
Masterchem Industries 
Mautz Paint 
McCormick Paints 
Menco Log home Supply 
Mercury Paint Corporation 
Messmers  
Miller Paint Co. 
Mills Paints 
Molecular Tech. Coatings Inc. 
Morwear Manufacturing 
Napier Environmental Technologies Inc. 
Nationwide Chemical Coating Mfg. Inc 
Old Fashioned Milk Paint Company 
Old Village Paint 
Paint America 
PARA Paints 
Parker Paint Mfg. Co. Inc 
Ponderosa Paint Company 
Porter Paints 
PPG Industries Architectural Finishes 
Pratt & Lambert Paints 
Professional Paint Inc. 
Progress Paint Manufacturing Co. Inc. 
Proko Industries 
Real Milk Paint 
Rodda Paint Co. 
RPM (Holding Co.) 
Samuel Cabot Inc. 
Sansin 
Sashco Paints 
Saver Systems 
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Scott Paint Company 
Sherwin –Williams Co. The 
Sico Inc. 
Sikkens 
STO Corp. 
Superdeck 
Tallmans Ag Specialty Coatings 
Thomson-Minwax 
Timber Pro Coatings 
Timber Seal 
Triangle Coatings 
TWI 
United Coatings 
United Gilsonite Laboratories 
Valhalla 
Valspar Corp. The 
Van Sickle Paint Manufacturing 
Velvit Products 
Vista Paint (Southern California) 
Wattyl 
Weatherbos 
Wood RX 
XIM Products Inc. 
Zinsser Co. Inc. 
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Appendix B 
 

Short Contact List of Companies Manufacturing Exterior Wood Coatings 
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Akzo Nobel www.nam.sikkens.com 
Behr Process Corp. www.behrpaint.com 
Broda Coatings  info@cbrproducts.com 
Benjamin Moore & Co.  info@benjaminmoore.com 
California Products Corp.  www.californiapaints.com 
CBR Products  info@cbrproducts.com 
Cloverdale Paint  helpdesk@cloverdalepaint.com 
Columbia Paint  www.columbiapaint.com 
DeckTechs  www.decktechs.com 
Diamond Vogel Paints Co.  marketing@diamondvogel.com 
Flood  askus@floodco.com 
General Paints  gpinfo@generalpaint.com 
ICI Color Your World/ Glidden  www.glidden.com 
ICI Devoe  devoepaint@ici.com 
ICI Dulux  www.icipaintsinna.com 
ICI Fuller O’Brien  fullerpaint@ici.com 
ICI Paints North America  icipaintsstores@ici.com 
McCormick Paints  www.mccormickpaints.com 
Messmers  www.messmers.com 
Menco Log Home supply  www.menco.com 
Napier Environmental Technologies   www.napiere.com 
PARA Paints  www.para.com 
PPG Industries Architectural Finishes  www.ppg.com 
Progress Paint Manufacturing Co. Inc.  www.progresspaint.com 
RPM Inc.   www.rpminc.com 
Samuel Cabot Inc.  www.cabotstain.com 
Sansin  asksansin@sansin.com 
Sashco Paints  www.sashco.com 
Saver Systems  questions@saversystems.com 
Sherwin-Williams Co.  www.sherwin.com 
Sikkens  www.nam.sikkens.com 
Superdeck  customerservice@superdeck.com 
Timber Pro Coatings  www.timberprocoatings.com 
United Coatings  www.unitedcoatings.com 
United Gilsonite Laboratories  www.ugl.com 
Valspar Corporation  webmaster@valspar.com 
Velvit Products  www.velvitproducts.com 
Wattyl  www.wattyl.com 
Weatherbos  www.weatherbos.com 
 



Review of Coatings for Wood Composites 
Interim Report  

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

APPENDIX C 

Questionnaire 
 



Review of Coatings for Wood Composites 
Interim Report  

 
 
 

 

 

 III-1  

 

Questionnaire to Manufacturers of Coating for Engineered  
Wood Products (EWP) 

 
 
Company Name:  Division / Location:  
Contact Name:   
Phone #:   
Email:   
 
 

1) What coatings do you manufacture?   

 
 
 

 

2) Do you make any product specifically for wood as opposed to other substrates?  

Yes   No  
 

3) Do you manufacture any clear coatings for wood?  

Yes   No  
 

4) Are any of them made specifically for EWP’s?  

Yes   No  
 

5) When were they developed?  

 
 

6) Where were they developed, which country?  

 
 

7) What trade names are they sold under? 
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8) Are they sold primarily for retail, industrial or contractor use? 

Retail   Industrial   Contractor  
 

9) Are they water or solvent based? 

Solvent   Water  
 

10) Are they hybrids or emulsion? 

Hybrids   Emulsions  
 

11) Are they film forming or non-film forming? 

Film   Non-film  
 

12) Are they Acrylics, Vinyl Acrylics, Polyurethanes, Alkyds, Modified or water based 
alkyds. Mixtures of some or all of the above? 

 
 

 

13) Do they contain Fungicides (registration)? 

Yes   No  
 

14) Do they contain UV inhibitors or protectants or other pigments? 

Inhibitors   Protectants   Pigments  
 

15) What are the VOC Levels? 

 
 

16) Are any of your coatings more suitable for EWP’s as distinct from normal lumber? 

Yes   No  
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17) Are there any special demands that EWP’s place on a coating system compared to 
normal lumber? 

Yes   No  
If yes, explain 

 

18) Are there any field trial or weather-o-meter test results available? 

Yes   No  
 

19) Are there any high profile or ‘marquee’ projects completed. Date, scope. 

 
 

 

20) What are the spread rates? 

 
 

21) How many coats are recommended? 

 
 

22) What are the recommendations wet and dry mil thicknesses? 

 
 

 

23) Are there any special surface preparation requirements? 

 
 

 

24) What are the recommended methods of application?  Brush, roller, spray, etc. 

Brush   Roller   Spray  
 

25) What is the recommended moisture content of the lumber? 

 
 



Review of Coatings for Wood Composites 
Interim Report  

 
 
 

 

 

 III-4  

 

 

26) What weather conditions are required? temperature, humidity 

 
 

 

27) Do you think that coating requirements for EWP’s are different from those of 
normal lumber? If so, what are they? 

Yes   No  
 
 
 

 

28) What colors are available?  Which ones have the least pigments 

 
 
 

 

29) Can we get a one-gallon sample?  How soon? 

 
 

 
Samples can be sent to: 
 Brian Morse 
 Forintek Canada Corp  

2665 East Mall 
 Vancouver, BC 
 Canada   V6T 1W5 
 
If you are sending a sample, please indicate the date as well as the MSDS sheets 

Please email the completed questionnaire to morse@van.forintek.ca 

Thank you very much for taking the time to complete the questionnaire. 


