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1 INTRODUCTION 

The International Woodworking Fair (IWF) (http://www.iwfatlanta.com) is the largest 
exhibition of woodworking equipment and products in all of North America. Held at the 
Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, the Fair takes place every two years.  

2 OBJECTIVE 

The objective of the visit was to provide two of FPInnovations' industrial advisors with an 
opportunity to become informed about new woodworking equipment and products.  

3 TECHNICAL TEAM 

 Serge Côté, Industrial Advisor, Member Relations  

 Nicolas Pearson, Industrial Advisor, Member Relations  

4 OBSERVATIONS 

4.1 General observations 

 Many more visitors than at the previous fairs. 

 Positive attitude on the part of the manufacturers. 

 A number of manufacturers presented prototypes for which the brochures are not yet 
available. 

 An increasing number of melamine and thermoformed panel finishes (imitation wood). 

 New edge-bander technologies are on the rise (hot air, infra-red, laser). 

 Shiny finishes are becoming more and more prevalent on the market. 

 Powder finish increasingly popular and accessible. 

 A number of manufacturers now offer an equipment rental service.  

 Based on the post-Fair comments, we are in a new era that is called the "new normal" 
from now on. The last recession was not only a business cycle but also involved 
economic restructuring that has fundamentally changed ways of doing things. From now 
on, the reality of the industry is giving rise to a very targeted client approach as well as a 
continuous flow of new clients and innovations (products, equipment, tools, software, 
etc.). It's what the experts call the "new normal" that seems to be gradually infiltrating our 
industry. 

http://www.iwfatlanta.com/Exhibitor/Default
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4.2 Equipment and technologies 

The following section presents the new equipment and technologies that were presented at 
the Fair:  

4.2.1 Edge-bander for curved panels 

Vitap, an Italian company, has developed the Eclipse model, a semi-automatic edge-
bander/trimming unit for curved panels. Click on the following links:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osx-WNq2UAY 

www.vitap.it 

4.2.2 Thermoforming 

The SynergyThermoFoils company is marketing polymer sheets and small-size equipment to 
wrap kitchen cabinets doors using a thermoforming process. At the Fair in Atlanta, it 
presented a device that makes it possible to carry out vacuum thermoforming, using only 
polymer paper, without the aid of the usual plastic membrane. The device has a controller to 
automate the cycle and set the thermoforming parameters.  

www.SynergyThermofoils.com 

Note: this is brand new equipment for which no documentation is yet available. For more 
information, contact the Canadian representative: 

Richard Girard 
rgirard@synergythermofoils.com  
Cell.:  (514) 554-5880 

4.2.3 Continuous sculpted surface 

The Costa Sanders company has developed a new approach that makes it possible to work 
in three dimensions on a solid wood surface, using a wide-belt sander (K Series with T-Car 
technology) and a brushing machine (B series). See the various patterns developed at the 
following address:  

http://www.costasanders.net/wood-products/news/ 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osx-WNq2UAY
http://www.vitap.it/
http://www.synergythermofoils.com/
mailto:rgirard@synergythermofoils.com
http://www.costasanders.net/wood-products/news/
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4.2.4 CDS Invert UV Curing (1 step) 

Developed by Costa Sanders, in cooperation with AkzoNobel. Equivalent to three actual flat 
application/curing stations to carry out these operations in one single step.  

 

http://www.costasanders.net/wood-products/news/ 

4.2.5 Case clamp for assembling furniture and screw clamps 

The Gannomat company has developed a Concept 70/90 Primus case clamp with an 
assembly line. This is a wonderful example of integrating a case clamp into a continuous 
process. Click on the link below to see the equipment in the demonstration video:  

http://www.gannomat.at/htmlF/fsf/fsnavf.htm 

4.2.6 Programmable single-head shaper 

The application of technological advances of moulders applied to single-head shapers. 
Watch the following video:  

http://www.martin-usa.com/products/t27/ 

4.2.7 Auto-centering planer 

Manufacturer Time Savers has developed an auto-centering planer marketed under the 
name of Yieldsavers 24. Click on this link for more information: 

http://www.timesaversinc.com/content/planer-sander 

 

 

http://www.costasanders.net/wood-products/news/
http://www.gannomat.at/htmlF/fsf/fsnavf.htm
http://www.martin-usa.com/products/t27/
http://www.timesaversinc.com/content/planer-sander
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4.2.8 Infra-red radiation edge bander 

The Holz Her company has developed a unit making it possible to activate the glue through 
infra-red radiation (Ltronic). Click on this link to see the video: 

http://www.holzher-nullfuge.de/en/ltronic/ 

4.2.9 Wide-belt sanding machine with oblique sanding 

KÜNDIG Brilliant wide-belt sanding machines are specially designed for the most 
demanding users when it comes to quality and finish. The machine has two sanding heads—
one perpendicular and one oblique. With the oblique sanding technique, surfaces of cross-
bonded workpieces (wood windows, doors, etc.) can be sanded without a problem, as can 
modern high-gloss lacquers. KÜNDIG Brilliant sanding machines are state-of-the-art 
products for perfect sanding of very high-quality surfaces. Click on the link to see the video: 

http://www.kuendig.ch/fr/larges-bandes/kundig-brilliant/ 

4.2.10 Advanced CNC 

The Thermwood company has developed a cabinet-making unit that makes it possible to cut 
components without a computer-aided drawing (CAD) and a special data transfer program 
(G code) to the cut centre. The operator directly creates the product on the machine from a 
very elaborate data base. The company's slogan at the show was: "One operator, one 
company!" Click on the link below for further details:  

http://www.cutready.com/index.html 

4.2.11 Automatically fill cracks and knot holes 

The Wintersteiger company has developed a filler head to automatically apply a 
thermoplastic filling agent. The filling head is available on a series of more or less automated 
equipment, ranging from a simple manual load station to a complex system with two sections 
of three heads each and using a profilometry system to locate the cracks (knot holes, etc.) in 
need of being filled. Watch the video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce6mkEUw38 

For more information, visit the company’s website: 

http://www.wintersteiger.com/en/Sports/Contact/North-America 

http://www.holzher-nullfuge.de/en/ltronic/
http://www.kuendig.ch/fr/larges-bandes/kundig-brilliant/
http://www.cutready.com/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce6mkEUw38
http://www.wintersteiger.com/en/Sports/Contact/North-America
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4.2.12 Flexible manufacturing cell 

The use of CNC Nesting is not always efficient, especially when the components have to be 
machined on their edges or when the components just need to be cut to size. The Stiles 
company has developed a cell layout that enables great flexibility in the use of equipment. 
The cell includes automated feeding, a beam saw, CNC nesting, CutRite optimization 
software, IntelliStore control and management software, an edge-bander and a return 
conveyor.  

For more information, download the following PDF:  

www.stilesmachinery.com/assets/files/ja/5-flex-cell.pdf 

4.2.13 Wood brushing machines  

The Supermaxtools company specializes in the manufacture of small sanders and wood 
brushing machines. 

http://www.supermaxtools.com/products-sanders 

4.2.14 Inspection of flooring board ends  

The EBI Electric company in Saint-Georges-de-Beauce has developed a specialized scanner 
to inspect flooring board ends (an end-matcher). The device is marketed under the name of 
Inspector E. 

www.ebielectric.com 

4.2.15 Advanced edge sander  

The Langzauner company has adapted a conventional edge sander to transform it into an 
advanced, high-precision machine. Watch the video by clicking on this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEGw5Wr3rzo 

4.2.16 Advanced veneer saw 

The Langzauner company has once again adapted another piece of conventional equipment 
in line with technological developments—this time for a veneer saw.  

http://www.langzauner.at/en/branches-of-industry/wood-working/veneer-saws-
%20veneer-saw-lz5-2a/1091j2k12l30.html 

  

http://www.stilesmachinery.com/assets/files/ja/5-flex-cell.pdf
http://www.supermaxtools.com/products-sanders
http://www.ebielectric.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEGw5Wr3rzo
http://www.langzauner.at/en/branches-of-industry/wood-working/veneer-saws-%20veneer-saw-lz5-2a/1091j2k12l30.html
http://www.langzauner.at/en/branches-of-industry/wood-working/veneer-saws-%20veneer-saw-lz5-2a/1091j2k12l30.html
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For more information and to see other equipment revised by this company:  

http://www.langzauner.at/en/branches-of-industry/wood-working/1091j2.html 

4.2.17 Check the precision of cutting and machining  

The Baumer company has developed equipment that makes it possible to check the 
precision of cutting and machining components made from sheet material.  

There isn't any documentation available yet on the company's Internet site with regard to the 
equipment presented at the Fair. If you are interested, contact the authors of this report to 
receive a pamphlet. The company's Internet site nevertheless presents various inspection 
systems available on the market today.  

www.baumerinspection.com 

4.2.18 Automated flooring board nesting station 

In 2012, the Doucet company had presented a fully automated machine for nesting flooring 
boards. In 2014, Doucet returned to the Fair with a scaled-down version called EZYPAC 200, 
which makes it possible to replace a manual station at the same time.   

http://www.doucetinc.com/bois-machinerie/nouvelles/nouveau-produit-au-iwf--ezypac-
200---module-dempaquetage-automatise 

4.2.19 New player in flooring scanners 

After CRIQ, Luxscan, Woodeyes and TM Machinerie, now Hasko Machines has just developed 
a flooring scanner, which contains a profilometer (infra-red laser with black-and-white camera), 
a colour camera and an ultrasound system. The equipment is available at Mékanika. 

Click on the following link: http://www.haskomachines.com/2014/ 

 

http://www.langzauner.at/en/branches-of-industry/wood-working/1091j2.html
http://www.baumerinspection.com/
http://www.doucetinc.com/bois-machinerie/nouvelles/nouveau-produit-au-iwf--ezypac-200---module-dempaquetage-automatise
http://www.doucetinc.com/bois-machinerie/nouvelles/nouveau-produit-au-iwf--ezypac-200---module-dempaquetage-automatise
http://www.haskomachines.com/2014/


Visit to IWF 2014 in Atlanta For FPInnovations members 
CONFIDENTIAL 

 
 

FPInnovations   Page 7 of 15 
  

4.2.20 Kitchen cabinet software for tablet PCs 

The KDC Software company has developed a mobile application for tablets that makes it 
possible for designers and builders of kitchen cabinets to interact even more efficiently with 
their clients. From now on, they can meet with their clients, enter data on the dimensions of 
the kitchen, design plans, establish a selling price and obtain an electronic signature... and 
all this while they are on the road. Click on the following link:  

http://www.kcdsoftware.com/KCDtouch.html 

 

4.2.21 Virtual 3D interface for kitchen cabinets 

The Cabinet Vision company has recently started marketing a new tool for presenting 
kitchens in the design stages. The Vortek Experience platform makes it possible for clients to 
visualize their future kitchens in a 3D environment so as to give them a more realistic idea of 
how it will look in the end. Click on the link below for more information: 

http://www.cabinetvision.com/vortek 

4.2.22 Cutting tool selector 

Vortex Tool Company Inc. has developed a smartphone application called the "Vortex tool 
selection guide". Users input information on the type of material being cut and the thickness, 
the type of cut desired, the motor horsepower, the tool diameter, etc., and then the 
application will recommend the best tool to use. The application also includes the calculation 
of the chipload, the feed rate and the RPM. Click on the following link for more information: 

http://www.vortextool.com/productnews_app.html 

http://www.kcdsoftware.com/KCDtouch.html
http://www.cabinetvision.com/vortek
http://www.vortextool.com/productnews_app.html
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4.2.23 Linear end-matcher 

Linear end-matchers are not new on the market. They have been around for a while now; 
however, there are more and more models and they continue to be improved, so they are 
starting to be increasingly interesting for intermediate levels of production or for dedicated 
production. At the Fair in Atlanta, AllTime Machinery LLC presented the latest model in the 
Viking series, which includes a chalk mark crosscut saw, in addition to end-matching. Linear 
end-matchers are advantageous for optimizing floor space in a plant; however, the EMA-
400A will be even more so, by combining two steps in one.  
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4.2.24 Handling arms for hand tools 

The Flexarms company has developed handling arms to help users of small manual 
equipment in their work. The equipment is then carried out without any effort and with more 
fluid movement. Click on their site for examples: 

http://www.flexarminc.com/index.html  

NOTE: Handling arms for drills, shapers, belt sanders, etc. were on demonstration at the 
Fair.  

 

 

4.2.25 Automated pocket screw joinery systems 

The Castle company has automated conventional pocket screw joinery systems in addition to 
having added a screw insertion function! Click on the link below for more information and 
videos on their Pocket Cutter/Screw Inserters: 

http://www.castleusa.com/products/csi-1-5/ 

 

http://www.flexarminc.com/index.html
http://www.castleusa.com/products/csi-1-5/
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4.3 Products and accessories 

4.3.1 Carts for transporting sheet materials 

Very practical carts to gather and transport sheet material stored edgewise and place it back 
flat at breakdown time. For more information, click on the following link:  

http://www.shopcartsusa.com/pgs/panelhandler.html 

4.3.2 Customized boxes 

In cooperation with manufacturer Panotec, the Box on Demand company specializes in the 
development of packaging solutions based on box-cutting equipment. For more information, 
click on the link below:  

http://boxondemand.com/about/ 

To watch the video: 

http://www.panotec.it/?newlang=eng 

4.3.3 Non-metallic nails and staples 

Sometimes, components have to be kept in place with nails to carry out cutting operations at 
CNC machining centres. The Raptor company has developed non-metallic nails and staples 
to avoid having to remove them after use.  

http://raptornails.com/ 

4.3.4 Lightened plywood 

The European company Garnica Plywood distributes plywood in the U.S. that is produced 
from poplar trees, resulting in lighter products than those made out of spruce or Douglas fir. 
These plywoods may have a top surface hardwood veneer. There is also a product called 
Conquistador that has more or less the same structure as Baltic plywood. 

http://www.garnicaplywood.com/fr/ 

4.3.5 Coating for gluing equipment 

The U-C Coatings Corporation company has developed a coating preventing glues from 
adhering to gluing equipment. Very useful for sash cramps! It is a water-, wax- and oil-based 
coating that prevents the formation of glue deposits by making the surface sticky. 

 

http://www.shopcartsusa.com/pgs/panelhandler.html
http://boxondemand.com/about/
http://www.panotec.it/?newlang=eng
http://raptornails.com/
http://www.garnicaplywood.com/fr/
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For more information:   

http://www.uccoatings.com/Products/BatesReleaseCoatings/BatesGlueRelease 

4.3.6 Manufacturer of outdoor kitchens 

Danver specializes in the manufacture of outdoor kitchens for homes. Visit their Internet site 
at:  

http://www.danver.com/ 

4.3.7 Affordable Quattro drawer runners 

Hettich never stops innovating! Click on the link below to watch the magnificent video of its 
products:  

http://www.hettich.com/ca_FR/produits/coulisses/coulisse-invisible.html 

4.3.8 Real wood panels 

To face the fierce competition in melamine and thermoform panels with imitation wood 
finishes, Cedan has just launched the DÉCO collection: real wood veneer with an antique 
finish. (brushing, cross-scratching, etc.).  

 

http://www.uccoatings.com/Products/BatesReleaseCoatings/BatesGlueRelease
http://www.danver.com/
http://www.hettich.com/ca_FR/produits/coulisses/coulisse-invisible.html
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4.4 Miscellaneous 

4.4.1 Design competitions 

At each of its presentations, the IWF holds a design contest to give students at training 
schools a chance to make the most of their creativity and earn renown. 

Here are a few examples of their entries: 

   

For more information on the Design Emphasis competition, click on the following link: 

http://www.iwfatlanta.com/Attendees/designemphasis  

 
 

5 CONCLUSION 

The IWF 2014 in Atlanta was the most interesting trade fair in a long time and it conveyed, 
no more no less, the spirit of optimism in the wood processing industry at the present time.  

For more information, you will find—on the Internet site of IWF Atlanta 2014: 

 a list of specialized reviews in the field of wood processing:  Key Industry Publications. 
 

 a directory of information on the 988 exhibitors at the 2014 edition of the Fair (contact 
information and a brief description of their products and services): 

http://s15.a2zinc.net/clients/iwf/iwf2014/Public/eventmap.aspx?ver=HTML&shMode=E&thum
bnail=1 

  

http://www.iwfatlanta.com/Attendees/designemphasis
http://iwfatlanta.com/Press/PublicationList
http://s15.a2zinc.net/clients/iwf/iwf2014/Public/eventmap.aspx?ver=HTML&shMode=E&thumbnail=1
http://s15.a2zinc.net/clients/iwf/iwf2014/Public/eventmap.aspx?ver=HTML&shMode=E&thumbnail=1
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For example: 
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Don't hesitate to contact the authors of this report for more information:  

Serge Côté 
serge.cote@fpinnovations.ca 
418-809-0058 

Nicolas Pearson 
nicolas.pearson@fpinnovations.ca 
819-698-1919 

 

mailto:serge.cote@fpinnovations.ca
mailto:nicolas.pearson@fpinnovations.ca
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