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NOTICE

This report is an internal Forintek document, for release only by 
permission of Forintek Canada Corp. This distribution does not 
constitute publication. The report is not to be copied for, or 
circulated to, persons or parties other than those agreed to by 
Forintek. Also, this report is not to be cited, in whole or in part, 
unless prior permission is secured from Forintek Canada Corp.

Neither Forintek Canada Corp., nor its members, nor any other persons 
acting on its behalf, make any warranty, express or implied, or assume 
any legal responsibility or liability for the completeness of any 
information, apparatus, product or process disclosed, or represent that 
the use of the disclosed information would not infringe upon privately 
owned rights. Any reference in this report to any specific commercial 
product, process or service by tradename, trademark, manufacturer or 
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement by 
Forintek Canada Corp. or any of its members.



SUMMARY

A questionnaire prepared in consultation with other departments, to 
assess and evaluate the current and future requirements in Eastern 
Canada for the protection of lumber in transit, has been sent to 179 
addresses of the lumber industry. The poor and non-informative 
response of the industry does not allow any conclusion. A complete 
list of suppliers of registered preservative chemicals has been 
produced and is currently under revision in the Western Laboratory. 
This will permit us to identify companies which may indicate more 
concise information on the need for future application of wood protec-
tion. Additionally, the Economics Department is currently producing a 
summary report on the development of trade with Europe during the past 
years.
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1.0 OBJECTIVES

To evaluate the current and future requirements in Eastern Canada for 
the protection of lumber in transit.

2.0 INTRODUCTION

When this project was initiated, it was thought that the Eastern 
Canadian industry would be interested in developing further overseas 
markets by increasing product quality through chemical protection of 
lumber in transit. We developed, therefore, a questionnaire to assess 
future needs and requirements of the exporting industry and to offer 
research activities in the Eastern laboratory to assist the industry in 
developing export markets.

3.0 BACKGROUND

At Forintek, wood protection has been covered by the Western Labora-
tory. The Eastern requirements of the wood exporting industry, in 
respect to protection of lumber in transit, has been neglected since 
privatization of the laboratory.

4.0 STAFF

Name Title

J.P. Hosli Project Leader
Research Scientist

5.0 METHODS

The questionnaire was developed after consultation with the Wood 
Protection of Forintek's Western Laboratory, and the company's Econo-
mics Department, and was reviewed by industrial associations. The 
final version (attached in appendix) is subdivided in three parts.
The first group of questions asked for information on the dimension, 
species and quantities of the exported wood; the second group for type, 
properties and quantities of wood protective chemicals, and the third 
for suggestions on how Forintek could assist the industry in their 
immediate and long-term needs. The list of addresses where the 
questionnaire has to was developed in cooperation with industrial 
associations such as AMBSQ, OLMA, CLA, MLB. It was sent to 12 addres-
ses in Newfoundland, 2 addresses in Prince Edward Island, 16 addresses 
in New Brunswick, 13 addresses in Nova Scotia, 66 addresses in Quebec, 
81 addresses in Ontario and 1 address in Manitoba.
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6.0 RESULTS

Thirty-one questionnaires have been returned, whereby the origin of the 
sender could be identified in 24 cases. Twenty-three percent of the 
responses came from Nova Scotia, 11% from New brunswick, 35% from 
Quebec and no questionnaire was returned from the other three provin-
ces. Only 33% of the responses came from producers who actually 
exported wood overseas or have plans to expand in the export market in 
the future. These companies produce more than 350 million board feet 
of lumber whereby 250 mbf came from one single producer who might 
export only a part of his production.

Apart from local use or export to USA, the export destinations men-
tioned were the United Kingdom in 8 cases, Europe in 3 cases, Ireland 
in 2 cases and France, Caribbean Islands, Cuba, Africa, Middle East and 
Asia were mentioned once.

Only 4 companies exporting wood overseas indicated that they actually 
use chemical products to protect the wood to be shipped. Three indi-
cated that they apply 0.05mg/m2 chlorinated phenols and one uses 2500kg 
Permatox to protect 500,000 board feet lumber. These companies are 
expecting between 3 and 8 month protection. The elevated price for the 
preservative appears to be their main concern. All four companies 
indicated that there is a need for innovative research in the field of 
wood protection. From the other exporters not using wood preservative, 
50% indicated that they do not need their wood to be protected chemi-
cally and the remaining companies expected a protection between 2 and 6 
months.

From the companies not exporting wood to overseas, 12 identified them-
selves as exporters to the USA. Six of these companies did not see any 
need for wood protection and 4 indicated that a protection for a period 
of time between 1 1/2 and 15 months would be desirable. Only one 
actually uses 3000Kg Permatox P101 to protect 50,000fbm lumber per 
year.

Only one producer for Canadian markets protects red and white pine for 
6 months using 22 drums Diatox and 200 lbs sodium fluoride. The 
remaining companies do not appear to be interested in the temporary 
protection of their lumber.

Complete list of individual comments:

. de nous informer des nouveaux produits antitâches, du prix et de 
l'efficacité face à certains delais que le bois doit demeurer en 
stock.

. More cost effective treatment

. Développer un système fiable de mesurage et d'affichage des dimen-
sions des pièces de bois sciées a la sortie des scies.

. Improved lumber recovery, developing markets for full tree chips. 
Technical transfer through video. We are unsatisfied by the lack of 
good, sound publicity material to aid retailers to sell treated wood 
foundations.
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. Alternates to PCP antistain treatments. Preservative treatment of 
SPF. Alternate value added products for SPF.

. Method of determining species of balsam fir and spruce after sawing.

. Testing and monitoring antistain treatment. Evaluating less expen-
sive means of antistain treatment.

The poor and little informative results from the questionnaire made us 
seek for an alternative approach to find the needs of the exporting 
industry in the field of wood protection. As a first step we produced 
in cooperation with the Pesticide Directory of Agriculture Canada a 
complete list of registered chemicals and the addresses of the chemical 
suppliers. The list is currently under revision by Forintek's Wood 
Protection Department in Vancouver to identify target suppliers which 
might give us appropriate information. Based on this, we intend to 
produce a new questionnaire which will be reviewed by the Western Wood 
Protection Department. Additionally, we contacted the Economics 
Department which agreed to develop data on the trade of Eastern 
Canadian lumber to overseas.

7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

Continue to evaluate importance of wood protection through studying 
market development and customer complaints in cooperation with the 
Economics Department.

Develop a questionnaire designed for preservative suppliers.

8.0 TIME FRAME

Produce final report by the end of the 1988/89 fiscal year, eventually 
including recommendations for future research activities at the Eastern 
Laboratory.
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The purpose of this questionnaire is to initiate discussion with 
representatives in the forest products industry in Eastern Canada who 
have an interest in the protection of wood products against mold and 
staining fungi during transit and storage.

Your participation will help us to develop future activities in the 
field of wood protection and will be handled confidentially.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Wood

yes ___ no
yes ___ no

- What are the destinations of your lumber? __________________

- Do you export - seasoned wood
- unseasoned wood

- What are the dimensions and species?

- What are the approximate respective quantities?

Chemicals

- Are you using anti-sapstain or similar
treatments to protect lumber in transit? yes ___ no ___

- For what total period of time do you want
your lumber protected from stains and molds? _________ months
Please include mill time, shipping, and also 
storage time.

- Which chemicals and concentrations are you 
applying?

- chlorinated phenols
- Busan 1030
- PQ 8
- Other (specify)

_% concentration 
% concentration 
% concentration 
% concentration

- How much chemical are you using per year? kg

- Who is your chemical supplier?

- How is the chemical applied? - dip
- spray
- other (specify)

yes
yes

no
no
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How do you dispose of waste chemicals and 
treated wood? - burn

- spray
- other (specify)

yes
yes

no
no

Results

Are you satisfied with your method of wood
- effectiveness yes ___ no
- supply of wood
& chemicals yes ___ no

- handling and
working conditions yes no

- costs yes ___ no

Remarks :

- Do you have any claims or complaints from 
your overseas clients due to appearance of
mold and staining fungi? yes ___ no

Remarks :

Specific Support

Do you use such services' yes no
How can Forintek provide assistance?

- providing technical summaries yes no
- scientific support yes no
- innovative research programs yes no
- telephone contacts yes no
- other (specify)

- What are your immediate and long-term needs where Forintek could 
assist your industry?



Please return this questionnaire to Dr. J.P. Hosli, Treated Wood 
Department, Forintek Canada Corp., 800 Montreal Road, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1G 3Z5, within two weeks (prepaid labeled envelope enclosed).

You may wish to add:

Name of Respondent _________________________
Company _________________________
Address _____________

Telephone


